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HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE

GARDEN POLICY

The Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) is testing soils in the Garden Communities as part of the Comprehensive Lead-Based Paint testing and Risk Assessment Program.  Lead has been discovered at levels higher than recommended and acceptable for food producing gardens for areas 0' to 3' ( zero feet to three feet) from the foundations.  SHA has not tested the area from 3' to 10' (three feet to ten feet) from the foundations.  The areas 10' (ten feet) or more beyond the foundation have tested within the levels currently acceptable for food production.  Studies have shown that many common vegetables absorb lead and other minerals from the soil.  SHA has not completed testing of all the pre-1980 family community units.  It is probable that all buildings of a similar age would have similar test results.  Therefore, any residents of units built before 1980 should follow the same precautions.

1.
Gardens may be planted starting 10' (ten feet) from the foundations with prior written Management approval.  Non-edible plantings could be placed near the foundations, but residents need to be aware of the hazards of ingesting lead from working in the dirt.

2.
Before planting in an old stump, tree, or rock retaining wall the resident must have written approval from the Manager.

3.
Residents must pay an additional security deposit of $50.00, in full, to defray the cost of potential damage to the yard area.  In the case of hardship, payments may be made over a period of time, not to exceed four months.  The garden deposit applies to the garden only and will be refunded in full if the resident returns the garden area to its original lawn condition.

4.
Management may designate a 200 square foot area which may be used for gardening only.

5. 
All gardens must be maintained in a neat and orderly manner.  Residents who disregard repeated warnings about the appearance of their garden and who fail to take corrective action after such warnings are in violation of (section 8. Maintenance, paragraph b.) their lease.  Residents who violate this policy will be required to reimburse the Authority for its cost incurred in restoring the garden area to its original condition.

6.
If a resident changes the condition of the yard area without approval of Management, Management may negotiate a mutually acceptable written agreement and collect a garden deposit; cause the return of the garden area to its original condition at the resident's expense; and/or proceed with legal action.
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Manual Ref. L12.2-1, Ex. 7, pgs.1,2


- Over -

Rescinds L12.2-1, Ex 7, effective 3/1/88.  New policy includes Lead Base Paint guidelines for edible garden plants.  Also, raises the security deposit from $25 to $50.
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Residents are hereby informed that ingestion of lead from any source is hazardous to their health.  Therefore, residents should exercise caution by not planting edible plants within the 0' to 10' area (0 feet to 10 feet) from the foundation.  Residents should wash their hands thoroughly after working in the gardens.  It is very important that residents ensure that children wash their face and hands whenever they come in contact with the soils.

As head of household, I have read the Garden Policy as written above and understand these provisions.  I agree to abide by these provisions fully.  I understand that permission to garden will be revoked if I fail to follow these provisions.  Failure to comply with any part of the above or to take corrective action after notice of a violation shall be cause for termination of my lease.  By signing this policy I acknowledge that I have received a copy of this policy.


Name  (please print)


          Community/Building

      Unit No.

Signature







Date




